- powerful 2s 'God himſelf, becauſe thou knoweſt they proceed' from 


The Prophet Reeve's Epiſtle to bis Friend, diſemering | 
the dark Light of the Quakers ; written in the 
. . Tear i654. September the 20th. 


E=H> Oving Friend, Calling to Mind the Letter thou readeft to 
GUINER me, which was ſent thee out of the Country, [ am moved 


' 
Ty 


RN ' to preſent theſe Lines to the View of thy ponderous Spi- 
2X rit ; for as Words of Truth flowing from a real Foun- 
; =: _ * dation, drew forth Humility and Love. to. God: and 
Man, from 'that-Soul that hath received an hearing Ear, ſo like- 
-wiſe thou mayſt know the glittering Words proceeding from Man s 
"Carnal Wiſdom, is that which hath occaſioned many Men to be ex- 
alted above Meaſure, and to imagine himſelf fo eflentially united to 
the Divine Glory; that ar length that Man hath been, ſo. bewitched - 
through the Adorations of Men and Women in deep Darknets, with 
[high Conceits of his own Spiritual Wiſdom, that he hath been wil- 
ling to deny his-creaturely Condition, and to embrace the Holy Ti- 
tles and Honour of an infinite Creator.. Yea, and to-ſay in his Hearc 
and Tongue alſo, that there is no Spiritual God or Perſonal Glory 
av the leaſt, 'but what 'is in Man only, notwithſtanding,,as ſure as 
the 'Lerd Jeſus liveth, both he and all that is in him muft turn into 
filent Death and Duft for a Moment, yea, and would ſo remainun- 
to-all-Eternity,” it 'there were not a diſtintt perſonal. Majeſty:living 
without Man 'to-raiſe him again, to everlaſting ſenſible Glory-or 
Shame, | according to the Royal Pleaſure of that God, that nei- 
ther will nor can give his Glory to another. | 
My Dear Friend, be not deceived with Mens crafty Words, who 
Have'no true ſpiritual Diſtin&ion in them. for if auy mortal Man 
haveidwelling in him the eternal Spirit, all the Motions, Thoughts, 
- Words and Attions of that Man muſt needs be as pure, holy and 


a pure; holy, and glorious Spirit : But of the contrary, - if thou 
rceiweft a Meaſure of Light ouly abiding in thee, which thou in 
ercy haſt received: from 'an everlaſting Jeſus without thee, then 
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2 dn Epi OUEETRTERS, CDC heb Fes ry DELIIAK TS, Ne 
thou often ſeeſt Darkreſd irs theens-wall vs.Light. © WbÞLIght 
- notinto Sinners to make them: ſpiritual Gods one overanoeker. 
ring againſt a God of :erernal Love towards them ; and not only. ſo, 
but to prevent alſo their former Darkneſs from tyrannizing in them 
for eyer, yea and to conſolate their eleft Brethren by their Eiricual 
Experiences. \ YL, 2% HEY SY IJ FT IE ht : I\1\ >, 
Wherefore, from a Divine Gift which-1. haye freely recejved\ from 
an unerring Spirit, I Gy unto thee, that thoſe Men which labour 
to perſwvade their Heavers, that if they diligently hearken' to the 
Light that-is in them, they may attain to ſuch a Power, as to be 
dead in this Body from all Kind -of. inwatd Darkneſs, Smy or:Evil, 
bave uttered the falſeft DoArine: that ever was declared to Men. 
Moreover, if the Light of Life Eternal be thy Guide, though muft 
| meeds know'then, it was neither the juſtifying Light of, Chriſt with. 
n\Man, no nor [the 'Spirit. of Chriſt without Man,, that moved 
thoſe Men to ſpeak or write to the: People ;, but it was theirowh 
lying Imagination which hurried them about to beget Proſetlytes to 
themſelves in the Man Chrift Jefus's ſtead, who alone-« God ever all 
Bleſſed for ever and ever. Amen... | *” | wats 
He that is born of God fiuneth *not, that. is he.is not. left to his. 
-own Heart to:commit the unpardonable Sin of Unbehef.\mntherrue 
God, 'in deſpifing the''Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, to be the only Lord 
| -God of his Salvation. He that believeth_ [hall be ſaved, but he that 
elieveth notis condemned already, not becauſe he hath not. beljeved.in 
a God, or Chrift that is "within him, .but.becauſe he hath not be- 
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Jieved im a perfonal'God*or Chriſt that 15, without himz!| whoſe di- 
vine'Majefty is crowned with ſuch immortal bright burning-Glary;. 4 
that if he did not vail his fiery Nature withm his own bleſſed Body, p 
_ "the Glory of it is ſo tranſcendently infinite, that he in a Moment: / 
would confume all created Beings to Powder- He that:.committed | 
thatSin of TIO aLyar,which is the Sin of not;believing.m our: | 
Lord Jeſus Chrift as aforeſaid, or he wins ane das. jt Shak Pretences 
_ of unfezgned Love to Chriſt and his tender-hearted People, and'yet ' 
Jecrebly lyeth under the Power of carnal Filthinefs; ſuch a Man is } 


very Devil himfelf. He that ſaith be bath no Sin-in fam, 45-4 Lyar, 
and the Trath 5s-nor in him ; that js, he that faith Chriſt is ſo-power--_ 
fully riſen. m -him, that all Motions, Thought and Defire-of :Sin- 
-againft G6d or Man, is perfetly done away, that Man. is an horri- 
'ble Lyar, and a deadly Enemy to all humble and WO Inn. 
tet LoF'F. bees MS $8 NEV! alnts. 


met: only of his Father. the .Devil, ( curſed Cain) buthealſois:n: | 
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Saints 3 for eheirinktert rebellious wirring ageinft the Light viths; 
ut! chem nd the RIng without them-/ - Oh | my pres} 
cious Friend, for whom' my Soul ſpiritually rravelleth-till thou art: 
firmly eftabliſfie® with gtorious- Things/ which: ave Elterna[ not» 
with empty; Notions ' proceeding from/an imaginary God: or: Chriſt: 
within Men; only which with Syn2:4u1 Songs is very pleaſing to the: 
cathal/Bar, whieh nizy delude ſome undiſcerning:Spirits fof a iSea-) 
fſon,- rior with -Pharifaical Looks, *Sighs and: Groans, to: be ſeemaf? 
of Men, which-is nothing elfe but the'Effe&ts of Mens crafty Words: 
and/Geftures proceeding from Man's fleſhly Wiſdom, which isabo-: 
minable in the Sight'of- out God; who! is' the: Lord Jeſus Chriſt am; 
the Eternal Heavens above'the Stars. P 103.4440 24% AUST. GOT OLE JO 
' My: beloved Friend, 'give me leave's little to reafon' with thee,: 
about Thirigs of the greateſt Concernment: What excellent Truths 
abore other Men haft thou heard from the chief Speakers of the: 
Owakers'?- Didſt thou 'ever hear them ſpeak:to the Purpoſe ? Or' 
fpeak at*all of any -God'or Chriſt, but what is- in; Mab-only:?: 
Or: didft 'thou ever: hear them» ſpeak of a bodily Glory and; Mie: 
fery to come fenfibly:to be enjoyed by the Saints in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, and to be endured by the Serpents in-this World art the Day! 
of eternal Accounts? Or: doſt thou -ſee' the. Image - or Likeneſs 
theitrue *Jeſus' mthat Miniſtry, the true: and living Jeſus, rejeted! 
riot! the "Company of Publicans and Sinners, even when 'his LighCi 
appeared not 3n them ; but on the contrary,-dothey not rathly con»! 
demn thoſe Men that ſoberly oppoſe them, and-fliun the Company 
of thoſe that are not of their Opinion, as Serpents ; much like unto 
thoſe Hypocrites of old, who ſaid, ſtand farther . off; for-wt are 
more: holy thair you-' Moreover, 'in all their 'Speakings and: WFi- 
tings tothe Pebple;do theynot make a-grand Idol of theWord Light 
and occaſion Men to worthip it as ther only Godias if meer Words? 
were tobe adored- without /a Perſon,- or. worſhipped within .the! 
dies of fl Man as'* God? Or us iÞ thoſe thav enjoytrue Light: 
in them, have ſuch a Meaſure of Gid 4v them; thaF they Raid: in- 
no need of any God without them in the leaſt. | 
My Dvar Friend, thou: knoweſt Men of unſtable Spirits;-Child- 
like, or rather Fool-like, are eafily taken with every Wind of Do- 
Arine Y But if ti6k haſt a Spirit of true diſcerning in thee, thou 
wilt be made thorowly then to try the Spirits and Dodtrines of 
Men, whether they be of God or no, before thou embrace them; 
ttaving been in the Fire of the Devil. already, I hope thou hait 
gained Experience. Wherefore _— thy clearer Sight concerning of 
2 | the 


the Fallacy of all Speakers, which. ſay the! Lord Feboveh, or Feſus: 
- anpremnsf ſhall:give ſome:diſcovering;Charatters; 'hgthat-ſaurh” 
the everlaſting ſpiritual Godror/ Father, -became not a perfe&t Man: 


of unſported:Fleſh, Blood; and: Bone, was never moved by: the 


_ of God or. Chriſt, to-preach or ſpeak to the People ;-or he 
faith, that Spirit which-is:dwelling in the glorious: Body of 
Chrift: Jeſus, is not the alone everlaſting. Father,: God -and: Man 
in one diftin&t Perſon glorified, is none of Chriſt's. Meſſenger ; or: 
he that faith, God is not m the Form of a Man, hut-is an infinite 
_- efſentially abiding in all: Creatures, that Man is a -Lyar, and 
Truth is not in him ; or he that faith, , Chriſt's ;Godhead. died; 

not in the Fleſh, and did not quicken and-raiſe his Manhood to' Life 
again, and- in that Body of 'Fleſh and Bone, did not aſcend-into a 
Kingdom of Glory in another World, the deep Things.of God is 
utterly hid from that Man ; or he that ſaith all Mankind proceeded 
from the Loins of the firſt Man Adam, is zgnorant of the two Seri 
then. Souls ifnertoly?) abe Send of the Woman, and thetenk of oh 

rpent, therefore he is none of Chriſt's ſending ; or he that ſaith 
Mens Souls do-not die with their Bodies, and wy together in the 
Duſt of the Earth, till the Lord Jeſus by the mighty Power of his 
Word ſpeaking only, do rajſe them unto Life again at-the laſt Day,. 
that. Man is in deep Darkneſs, not knowing the: Scriptures or 
Power' of God ; or.he that fays Mens Budies oniy, periſh (and not. 
the Souls) will be ſaved at the laſt, that Man is a Lyar, and the 
Truth is not in him. 


-. Thus far was | moved:to write unto- thee, 2s an eternal Witneſs; / 


between us, when. the Secrets of all Hearts ſhal) be opened. If 
thou ſeeſt g thou mayſt preſent this Epiſtle to the View' of 


thoſe Men ca ers, not- that, I can expect: a good Iflue from 


any.of them, \unle(s God: hath endowed them. with [hearing Ears, 
unjudging, meek and patient Spirits. >... - "1 
. Sept. 20. Kr ES -Thine-in.all cterual. Excelencie TT— 
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| ſmall of late; I wiſh it may not be.a Burthen to the Conſcience of, 


; 14d Epiſtle:to Mr. Hill: 7 
72 An Epiſtle of Joun Rzzvn t Mr, Hitt. 


Dear Friend in the eternal Truth, my-Loveto you” 
andthe reſt of our Spiritual Friends remembred. 


. Brother Hill, | tf ret 8 
YT ſeems very ſtrange to me, That you with the-reſt of former 
Friends, make no Enquiry after-me whether I am dead or alive. 
What have the unneceffary Things and Cares of this World ſwal--/ 
lowed up your former Love to the Truth? Though I am moved. 
in this manner to write unto you, I truſt you have not ſo learned- 
Chriſt. eek 
| Friend, The Reaſon of my not ſending unto you this long Seaſon 
is this, becauſe my Wife and I were both very ſick and weak, of 
which Sickneſs the 29th of March laſt my Wife died. __ 
. Immedia'ely after 1 had buried my Wife, 'the Lord our God cal- 
led me to viſit ſome of his People living near Cambridge, as he once. 
called me tv vifit you ; yea, it was in the very ſame Manner : For 
one of the chief Speakers of the Ranters being convinced by this: 
Truth, who formerly had deceived them, - took a Parcel of my 
Books and preſented them to them, upon which they greatly de- 
fired me as you formerly did ; I hope there is about half a Score of 
them that have received:the Truth in Sincerity of Heart, they are-. 
Husbandmen and Tradeſmen that Labour for their Bread as you do 
they rejoyce in thoſe that really poſſeſs this Truth though by Face 
unknown. 


' Chriftopber Hill, _ 

You ſeem to forget your Engagement to your Father-in-Law, you 
know the Time is expired concerning your Payment of the Money, 
which was lent to you, and not to him , wherefore as you love th 
Truth, 1 defire you to ſend me: the Money remaining behine 
ſpeedily, that I may reſtore it to the right Owner. | 

. Now concerning my own Condition-it is thus; on May Day laſt, 
I was Senſeleſs two or three- times, -inſfomuch, that if a faithful 
Friend had not been by me to relieve me with a little Cordial, 1 
had immediately died. I ſtill continue very fick- and weak, ſo. 
that of Neceflity, I muſt either mend or end in a little Space. As 
for "Relief now I have moſt need- of it,- it hath been very 


ſome 


& Another Efut kv to. 073 bhill. 
Jome when 1 am gone ; the Widow's Mite will be a Witneſs againſt 
all Carnal Excifes. t.thoſs that” own this Truth: | Ie\may- be you 
may think, I have no need of your Charity now, becauſe the Mer- 
chent fora littie:Seafon allowed me'a:fmail Matter Weekly ; but if 
| | yauthink:fay youare much miftaben; fort have.had none from him 
| | a pretty while, neither do I know whether I ſhall have any more 
|| _ from him at all: For when he took Ship for Barbadoes, he had'not 
| wierewithal to-leave' his Wife and Children, through the unju 
| wlingsof 'mreafonable Men. Brother All, You may remember 
you feht!' me Word; that if the London Chriſtians would. contribute 


will do-well to. keep your Covenant. | 
And fo I commit you to the moſt High, and remain yours in all 
Righteouſneſs, YEN | [46's 


Siſters that keep a Sempſtris Shop. | 
Dire& your Letters to'our-Brother Muggleton, to be conveyed to 


dwells; it is-in Trinity-lane, over-againſk 2- Brown- Baker's. 
. London Fune 11. 1656. "ih | 


: Another Epiſtle of Foun REEvY?s fo the ſame Perſon. 


'For his Loving Friend Chriſtopher Hill, Heel-maker in Stone- 
Freet in Maidſtone, in Kent- Theſe 4; 5k8,, Yea 


F , Brother Hill, | [13 
Have received your Letter and your kind Token, for which I 
acknowledge your Kindneſs to Truth. a ; 

As for my Neglett in Writing to'you, my great Troubles of Sick» 
neſ#and Mortality hath hindred it, hope whilſt 1 am'able to write 
for time to come, you ſhall not charge me with 'any ſuch Neglett ; 
in the mean Seaſon, I do not defire your Charity unleſs you- can ſpare 

'* it- Remember my kind Love'to your Mother Wyles, to Tho. Mars 

:#, and Goodman' Toury, and | —_— the' Lord for you, 'that' 

the Truth 'abides #n you- As for the Money, 1 am glad of Care 

for the Truths/ſake, 'becauſe-it was lent to me upon] that —_— 
Ari: "M : 1 Re 
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Weekly or Monthly to my Neceſflity,' you would' do the' like, 'you 


- JonN REmvE 


| - My/Dwelling is in- Biſhopſgate-ſtreet near Hog-lane End, with three 


me, ' and the Money to him for me, you know- where he 
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A Third Epiftle to Mr. Hil, *7 
” Wo more at preſent, but deſiting my God abmidantly to efta- 
ÞHſh yort int #11 Spititual Exeellencies; unto whole infinite Grace 1 
commend you in all Righteouſneſs, SE 
Sd, Ju WE” 70S NOT TO RTE 1 21 v7 ;; 
eV Jaſt; 1656. ©" | 645 Jon Reeve 


OP EBLEELEE TBD DE MEE ODE END RDEY 
- Another Eyiſftle of Jo uN Rwtv e's to the ſame Perſon, 


Brother Hill, -iz the: Eternal Truth, | "7. 

| Y Love to you and the reft of our Friends:; this is a Spiritual 
104 Love Letter:that 4 am moved:to write unto you, wherefore- 
by Virtue-of my Commiſſion, -I pronounce thee Tho. Martin, Wit- 
tiam Teung, and Eliz. Wyles, the Blefſed of the Lord to Eternity; 
the Remembrance of this the Lord's Bleffing, will do. you. no- 
harm when 1am in my Grave; 'in 'the mean:Sexſon, our good Goll 
cauſe you'to love one another more than your'temporal 'Enjoyments,. 
and that will become a Heaven upon Earth in your innocent'Souls ;, 
Faith fetcheth 'Spiritual Comfort, the Fountamito-each 'particular- 
Soul ; but Love fulfilleth all Righteouſneſs both to God and Man. 
Oh'! the - tranſcendent Excellency of the Love of Chrift in his: 
new-born People, it is not to be expreſs'd by the Tongues-of 
Men or Angels, | . | 
DES © Joun RExEvVE. 
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A Copy af a Letter wrote by the Prophet Forwn Reeve t0- 
* Irs. Alice Webb, cont atning her Bleſſing and the Six Prin- 
- ciples, on Auguſt 15, 2656, | 
\ESIRING your Eternal Happineſs in that Place: of Clory- 
# above the Stars,. I am:moved from the Spirit of the Lord to» 
write theſe Lines unto your Serious Confideration. | FRY 
Ds I know-afſured: as God knows himſelf, that Jefirs-Chrift from: 
kis Throne of Glory, ſpake to me by Voice of Words three Mor- 
nings together,. which Speaking of his hath opered'my-dark Under: 
ſtanding, to declare ſuch'Spiritual Light to tte Choſen of God, as: 
never was ſo clearly manifeſted before, eſpecially in theſe Six Foun-- 
. dations. : 5 ; F, isſt 35 
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| they are ready if (need require) to forſake all Relations, and Lite 


Md 


8 A Letter to Mrs. Alice Web. 


"Firſt; What the Perſon of the true God is, and his Divine Nature. 


nts What the Perſons of the. holy Angels are, and their 
ature. 

Thirdly, What the Perſons of the Devils are and their Natures, 
and-what. the Perſorr of the Devil was before he became a Devil, 
and begot Millions of dark Angels or Devils, it being all one. 

. Fourthly, 1n what Condition the ' Man' Adam was created in, and 
by what Means he loft his firſt Bate and the Effetts of it. 

Fifthly, What Heaven and Glory is, and the etefnal Reſidence 
of it. 


Sixthly, What Hell and eternal Death is and the Place where it 


- Thall be to Eternity. ' 


This I know certainly, That before the Lord ſent me to declare 
his Pleaſure:unto his People, no Man upon this Earth did clearly: 
underſtand any one of theſe Six Fundamental Truths, which to un- 
derftand is Life Eternal, and to be ignorant of them is Death 
Eternal. - Now the Lord hath ſent his two Meſſengers to declare 
them, 1 mean, to all thoſe that may be informed in theſe: Spiritual 
Things, and do rejett us (that are the Lord's Meſſengers of theſe 
Things of Salvation) through the Love of carnal. Things, they 
muſt all periſh to Eternity. | bit | | | 

Again, We know frum the Lord by that infallible Spirit thathe . 
hath given us, of divers Perſons that. ſhall 'be eternally bleſſed 
with us : and all that we pronounce Curſed to Eternity are eternal- 
ly Curſed, as ſure as Jeſus Chrift the Lordof Lite is Bleſſed, becauſe 
it is his Curſe and not ours. E 

Again, If the'Loid Jeſus do not” bear Witneſs -unto our Teſti- 
mony, and make it.evident that he hath ſent us in a few Months, 
then you may conclude, that there never was any true Prophets nor 
Chriſt, nor Apoſtles, nor-Scripture ſpoken from.the Mouth of God 
to Men. But there is nothing but the Wiſdom of Men and Nature 
their God. But this we know, that thoſe that are joyned with us, are 
Partakers of thoſe Truths, and ſhall be bleſſed for evermore, and 1hall 
in the mean time patiently;:wait for the fulfilling of our Prophecy,and 
ſhall have Power over their Thoughts, Words, and Deeds, purifying 
their Hearts by Faith-in the Perſon of God-even as he is pure, tram- 
pling all the Riches and Honour of this World, under the Feet of 
their Souls as Dung, becauſe they have taſted of that Glory to come, 
that no Tongue of. Men or Angels.can. expreſs, and this makes them 
not-only love one another in carnal Things, but for the Truth's fake 
1t 
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An Epifile of John Reeve's to'a Friend. - 9 
it ſelf for one-another ;- and is that Power of that one only Faith 
.and Truth, declared from the Spirit of God, the Man Jeſus by us, 
.which none enjoys but thoſe of this Faith. | 

_- Much more might I write, but ſpeaking Face to Face, (if it may 
þe) is far more profitable : Farewell. | 

VR Jon NREEV E, the true Prophet, of the only true 


Perſonal God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt upon the 
Throne of immortal Glory in the higheſt Heavens. 
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> An Epiftle of Joun REemve 70 4 Friend, written in 


_ May 1657. 

' | Shewing, | ; 

F & AT Eleft Angels are diſtindt from him who viſibly bee 
| held him Face to Face, and what that Reprobate Serpent- 
Angel was in his Creftion, which by the ſecret Council and un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom of God, fell from his created Glory like Light- 
ning from the inviſible Heaven above, to this viſible Earth be- 
neath ; and through his ſuper-ſeeming God like Counſel, he over- 
came innocent Eve; and ſhe yielding unto him, he wholly entred 
into her Womb. and naturally changed himſelf into her Seed, and 
ſo became the firſt-born Son of the Devil, and afterwards a curſed 
Cain, and the Father of all thoſe Cananitiſh Reprobate Angels, ſpo= 
ken of in the viſible Records of the Scriptures; Not as Cain, who 
was of © that wicked one, and flew his Brother, the 1ſt of John, the 3d 


. Chapter, and 18th Verſe. And' the 'Tares are the Children of the 


wicked one, Math. 13th Chapter , ' and the 18th Verſe. Alfo in 
what Condition. [Adam was created in, and how he: come to fall 
from his. created Eſtate, and ' what. that: Sin'was that Eve and he 
were guilty of, and how Sin came firſt in their pure created Na- 
tures. on ; e =. « BE. | i 
Again, what that heavenly Glory-is and where it is, that God's 
Ele&Wheat,which are the Seed of idamzand not of Cain thall poſieſs 
when time ſhall be no more, and what that thameful Eternal Death 
15, andwhere it is reſerved for the Seed of Cain, 'and not ot Adam, 
who are either a Spirit given upto Perſecution of Mens Confciences, 
or elſeithey are left in Darkneſs to condemn the Things of Eternity, 
becauſe they cannot comprehend them for want of a true diſtin- 
guiſhing Spirit, which is a Gift of bi Holy-GhoR;: unto him which 
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{| 20 . AnFpiftleof John Reeve's'to a\Friend. - 
| is immediately fent by the-Lord of Glory, that he my ne diftirt- 
guiſhed by the new. born of God, from. all thoſe counterfeit or de- 
[1 ceived Preathers or Speakers in the World, who are apt and'ready 
4 to judge Men in Darknels, if they ſoberly ask them needful Que- 
 Rions concerning things of Eternity 3- the underſtanding -of thoſe 

lorious Excellencies, which is the Saints Inheritance, being utterly 

hid from them, | becauſe they went” before they were ſent. 


i | Friend and Brother in the Eternal Truth, 
| | By this infatlible Demonſtration, you may know a Man that hath 
T - a C ommiſfſion from the true God, to preach and ſpeak unto the 
F eoaple. | TY TW 1 bY 
7 a ſearching Speaker or Writer, deliver any thing unto thoſe 
People that joyn with him, then for fear of his Weakt.e(s or Igno- 
E4 yFance being diſcovered, he, will counſel the Hearers: to ſtick cloſe 
; 4, to the Ordinances in the Word of God, or to /hearken to them, or 
F to' that in their Confciences, and to beware of falſe Chriſt's ana 
| . Klfe Prophets, and ſuch like borrowing Scripture Languages, to 
prevent the People of ever hearing the Gloriedsand Dreadful Things 
of Eternity from the ever-living God, revealed both by Voice of 
Words without, and Inſpiration within, unto his two laſt deſpiſed 
true Meſſengers | 
| Thus it is clear,. they have not the true Spirit of Paul in them, 
| who gave the true Saints Liberty to-try all Things or Opinions of 
| Men, (for that was his Meaning) but to hold faf to that which was 
ood. 
| P Again, that Speaker or Preacher to People, whether publick or 
| . Private, that declares againſt all Appearances that are contrary to- 
his Way, diſcovers himfelf to a diſcerning:Spirit, not to be of the 
| Lord, unleſs he can demonſtrate a Spiritual Commiſſion received 
by Voice from Heaven, from the Mouth of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
{o that no Man can diſprove him, though tew from a'true'Under- 
Randing received him. bo Yb 1 
Again, he that preaches or teaches only of a God or Chrift in 
| Mens Conlſciences, doth he not queſtion the Scripture: Records con- 
| cerning the Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion of the glorious Body. of the 
| | Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who- through Faith in his invaluable Blood- 
|] ſhedding, the Conſcjences of the Bled being ſprinkled, are purified 
| 
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from the Power of all Unrighteouſneſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and ſo 

doth he not queſtion the Reſurreftion of Mankind after Death. 

. Again if atter Death there be. no bodily Reſurrettion for the Spt- 

| zit to polieſs an immortal Ged-like Glory, or to ſuffer an. roar 
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Another Epiſtle of John Reeve's. 11 
Devil-tike Shame, according'to their Deeds done in their Bodies ; 
3s it not one of the vaineſt Babblings under Heaven, for Men to talk 
of a God or Chrift, or of Righteouſneſs, or Purity, or Mercy, of 


re Love without Envy, or of any Spiritual Excellency whatſoever, + - 


unleſs it be for Gain or Glory amongſt Men. ; 4324 "0 
The eternal Spirit and alone everlaſting Father, which eſſentially 
reigneth in the glorified Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt his eternal 
Son, and ſpiritually, or motionally, or virtually liveth or reigneth 
in ele& Men and Angels, bear Record between me and you for Ever- 
laſting, or World without end, whether this Witnefling be not 
ſent unto you, and all the Elett that ſhall view it principally for the 
re-eſtabliſhing. of your tender Spirit, upon that ſpiritual Rock of 
all Ages, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt God and Man, in one diſtintt Per- 
ſon Glorified and everlaſtingly Honoured, with all Variety of Spi- 
ritual new Songs and Praiſes, from his Redeemed or Elect Men or 
Angels, when all Time or Times is ſwallowed up into Eternity or 

Eternities- 
JonHun REEVE. 
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Another Epiſtle of Jo un REmv es, 


S'I R, 
OUR Replication to mine doth but ſtill harp upon the ſame 
Matter as your former, and yet you ſuppoſe you have given 
ſuch Arguments as may quite ſilence my former Afﬀertions, were 
that there are no Spirits without Bodies, but fuch as mere Shadows ; 
and that God-is not a bodile(s Spirit, but hath and ever had Form, 
Subſtance, and Shape, and that is no other but the Form of a Man. 
\ This- 18s contradicted by you, and fo you affirm theſe Particulars 
following. | | 
1/7, You take at thoſe my Words which ſaid, that if a. Spirit have 
no 'Body'or Shape, then it is no more then a meer Shadow : This 
you deny,” by ſaying, that a Shadow is only privative, but a Spie 
rit, fay you, is poſitive. | 
—_ You further fay, that there is ſuch-immaterial Subſtances, 
which have-a ſeparate Exiſtence from ſuch groſs Bodies which we 


 haveabout us; witneſs ſay you the Soul of Man, which is imma- 


terial, and lives after the Body is dead, which is, ſay you, confirm- 
5113-210 Þ H 2 c 4" ed 
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12:  Andtber Epiſile of John Reeve's,”. 
ed 'by Parl, '2 Tim. 1., 10. which; ſaith, that, the Goſpel brings . Life - 
and Immortality to Light. Wo Teh. 

:3dly, This Dottrine, fay you, was known. by the Light of Na- 
ture to the. Heathen Philoſophers, and hath ſince been confirmed 
by Scripture of the New Teſtament to us, - and fo conclude it no: - 
ways repugnant to right Reaſon. OT TEETE 

'4thly, You charge me with quoting. the Scripture falſly, when I 
ſaid, that Chriſt reply'd to the young Man, ſaying, That no Man was 
good but one, which was God ;, therefore ſay, you, it is falſe that the 
Scripture ſaith, that God is a Man. | | 

- Toeach of theſe take this particular Anſwer, x. If your Spirit 
have neither Shape nor Subſtance, it is but a Shadow, and no more 
then what the Egyptians Sorcerers produced before Pharaoh, what 
Moſes brought up were-real Subſtances, but their's no other but Sha- 

ows, but therefore a Spirit without Subſtance is not politive ; for 
that which is privative -can have no Being without a poſitive, be- 
cauſe that which is poſitive hath a Being or Subſtance : Now he 
that'will not : admit God to have a diſtinft Being of himſelf, his 
God that he worſhips is nothing but a Shadow. 
© 2dly, Where you ſpeak of Spirits being immaterial Subſtances z 

if they be immaterial, how are they Subſtances, aud what Exi- 
Rence can they have, and how can a Soul be immortal in a mortat . 
Body ; it is ſaid, the Soul that Sins, it ſhall die; yet ſay you, it is 
immortal and cannot die, and would prove it in ,2 Tim; IO. 
when as that Place' ſhews' plainly, that it was Chriſt's Death» 
and Refurre&ion' which brought Life and Immortality Light ;, ſo that 
if there be not a ReſurreCtion, then can there be no immortal Life. 

| Fherefore it-is, that the Scriptures doth affirm,» that there can be 


no Salvation without a Reſurrettion, ſo that if the Dead ſhould not; - . 


riſe, then were all Faith vain, and God the God of the Dead: (ſeeing 
_ Death is not aboliſh'd) and: not of the Living ; ſo that there-is no 
Spirit that can ſubſiſt or haveany Exiſtence without a Body, either : 

Spiritual or Natural. ET ts = > os nt 36 92890 un h 
. Again, doth not the Goſpel bring Life and Immoentality to Light,, 
and is this Life and Immortality brought to Light without, a Body, 
but it will have a. Spiritual Body ſuitable to that mortal Spirit.made 
. immortal. And'doth not- the Scripture affirm, that-it ſhall have a 
Body like unto. God's own Glorious Body, and-yet you ſay, God-- 
hath'/no. Body, and a Soul hath no Body- TO regs oral 
-Do yow not read alſo,' that Chriſt had a Body, and that it was af- | 
ter the expreſs Image of his Father's Perſon ; Would you _ _ 
| atiah 


li tro lg i lt" —— 
Another Epiſtle of John Reeves: 
ſtantial | Tenth+ito: an Allegory; 'and fay/ Righteouſneſs, Know- 
ledge, and Holineſs/is the Image. of God, and yet muſt hav® no 
Body to adt for it ſelf in. When God faid, be ye holy, as 1 am holy, 
muſt we'turn our Souls out of our Bodies, to make them like your 
bodileſs God.” 1 | | | Txt 2 TCF; 14 

When we are {kidto worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 'is this 
ſpiritual Worſhip performed without a Body, although there is a 
Mental, Privy, and\Praiſe without a- vocal Expreflion, yet it muſt 
ariſe from a Heart, and that Heart muſt be placed in a Body. 

' There is no Light without'a Sun, no Stream without a Fountain, 
and no Spirit without a Body. FF 5 201 Ji: T9 5H 
3dly. As to your third particular, this I muſt tel} you, that no 
Light of Nature can diſcover - Spiritual. and Evangelical Truths, 
and it is very groſs for any Man to ſubje& the Spiritual Truths of 
the Goſpel, ro: the heatheniſh Principles of Philoſophers, -making 
the New Teſtament no other but for the Confirmation of the Prin- 
ciples'of Nature, which Nature you call right Reaſon, which ſay, 
you never repugns the Goſpel, nor the Goſpel it. _ | 

By this your Diſcourſe | find, that you own that Chrift came, 
but to: confirm [the heatheniſh' Principles of Nature, as, that God, ' 
and Spirits, and 'Angels, were all without Bodies, being'immate-' 
rial Beings, and you know-not what. C017 SEL 

Now give me. leave to be plain with you, and to tell you,: that I 
could never read that the Goſpel of Chrift was ever ſent :to/en-' 
lighten Nature, Nature or Reaſon hath no Intereſt in it at all. In 
the” moral Law: it hath, and therefore it-is' written, the "Law canie' 
by Moſes; -arid what 'to do, but only'to. enlighten Reaſon unto: 
unto:whom-the Law was given : -But: as to the Goſpel, it came by 
Feſus Chriſt, and particularly belonged to another Seed ; namely, ro: 
the loſt Sheep of the Houſe 'of Iſrael ; 6 that you can'no more diftin- 
guith between the Law and'the Gofpelz*than between the two Nao 


' tures: of Faith and/Reafon,-3t' is/ al} a MyRtery'to you, © Do 'yow 


know what right Reaſon is, if you do, you muſt aſcend up- into» 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and view it inthe holy Angels; tor you 


will nof find neither! pure, nor! right. nor-uncorrupted/Reaſon'anys 


where inthis Orb below the Stars: 'Fotcit 4s evident that” Reafon,? 
Notion car-never bs _tapable to-comprehend! SpirituabTruths; as 


* from the Power of its o#n Nature, it only ſerves to comprehiend na- 


taraland'temporal Things, it being but vatural it ſelf ,'but:Gdoſpel 


.” 


 Fruthiv'areveomprehetided 'by another Light, according" as it's | 


ritten by* Dgvid ſaying, in thy Light ſhall we: ſee Lights 8c. |: «© J | 
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.So that frony what is ſaid; we-need-not'fear: (as the Wald have)? 
of th&Heathens riſing up in Judgment againſt'us, for maintaining 
Goſpel Truths againft their Darkneſs of Reaſon: | 

4thly, 'As;to your fourth Point, where-you charge me of fathering 
upon the Scripture thoſe things that are not, and you makea Won--. 
derment of it, that. I ſhould ſay, that- God was: a Man, and'/to 
quote Chriſt's Words for it, telling the young Man, - that there. was no 
Man good but one, which was God ; this you tell-me/was falſe, for you . 
ſay, the, Text ſaith that,none 3s good but one, which is God, Here your | 
Iznorance appears very-great, and may be wonder'd at, conſidering 
your great Learning and continual Study.; but: it appears, it 1sbut : 
in thoſe heathenifh Philoſophers ; fot obſerve for better Inſtruttion, 
did not that young Man call Chriſt Maſter, and own him to be a 
Man and no. more : Now to this you may find that Chriſt's Anſwer 
did tacitely imply. that if he was but a. Man, he was not perfettly 
good, and that no Man could; be:perfe&ly good. - + | | 

And furthermore, for a more ful} Anſwer in the Old Tranſlation, 
attending to mark it, is render'd thus Word for Word, that there 
s5 no Man good but one, which is God. 

_| This: is: plain Scripture, and yet you are ignorant of it; I per- 
ceive :you- ate not- very converſant in Scripture,.your Philoſophy - 
turns you out of all Scripture Knowledge.: But to proceed farther, 
cannot: you find by Scripture, that God was ever called a Man, did 
not;you ever read that Scripture that ſaith, God was « Man of War. 

:: Much more might be ſaid of this, and ſeveral poſitive Proofs from 
Scripture.might be:produced to confirm it -withal, -but becauſe 1t 3s : 
not the. general receivedOpinion,therefore it muſt bequarrelled with; 


for the Henour of this World muſt 'be both ſought after and-ſub- | 


mitted. to, | 


 . - And whereas, you farther ſay, that the Apoſtles of Chriſt did. 
ever teach after: they had received their Commiſſion, that-Spjrits- 


=" "PAP and. .could ſubfift without Bodies, now anſwer: 
to this: 9 ov - wit) 
It is-moſt certainly evident, that the Apoſtles never taught, that 
any-Spirit. could: ſubſiſt. without a Body,. but the;contrary altoge- 
ther zofor-their Doftrine was, that as the Soul and Body; lives toge-. 
r; ſa.1t; dies;together, and at the Laſt Day riſes, together, and. is' 
ever without Separation. | 7 911384 iff 31 lo a mh ada mot” 
'-When the Apoſtles ſaid, That many; Spirits were, generate; into the 


' World, whichdenied that Chrift-mas come in the Fleſh, did)bemean;Spi- 


rits without Bodies :. And, when Pau! ſaid, that the. Spitit, _—_ pb: 
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expreſly, that ſome ſhall depart from the Faith : Now what Spirit was 
ls Pea Vial of Faith, in'his own taortal Body 3 for 
without a Tongue it could not be expreſſed. PIR 
And where the Apoftles' tells of the Doftrine of Devils,. were 
thoſe Devils bodilefs, and teached damnable Dottrine. 
' 80 that the Apoſtles never taught that there was any Spirits with- | 
out Bodies, but always Spirit and Body went together, and ſo makes 
Longitude and Latitude profoundly, as your Philoſophical No- 
tions teacheth, although you cannot apply it to any ſublime or 
ſpiritual Thing, you knowing nothing of it, but all is nothing and 
of no Subſtance; and fo in that your Darkneſs | leave you, ſeeing 
you are no Friend to the Light ; and reſt yours in all civil Reſpetts, 


JoHN REEVE', the only true Witneſs unto the very 
true Gd, amonrſt many pretended Spiritual Meſſengers 
. #n this confuſed Age. 
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Az Epiſtle wrote by the Prophet Joun RErve to Isaac 
PENNINGTON, Eſq; dated 1658. concerning an Anſwer 
fo 4 Book of his, with ſeveral Myſteries and Divine and $Þt- 
ritual Revelations declared by the Prophet, concerning God's 
wiſihle appearing in the Fleſh. 7 


1&5 your Self-return, you ſeem to mourn over the ſunk Spirit of 
both Creations, ſo termed by you. Alſo you write as though 
many from” a Satanical Spirit write moſt accurately, both of the 
Works of Creation and Myſtery of Redemption -by an immediate: 
Gift of God from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To this 1 anſwer, a lit- 
te Seafon wilt produce Mourning enough in you, when you ſhalt 
ſee your Angelical Motions like Lightning, caft down with Con- 
fuſion of Fear from their former Perfeftion of imaginary Glory, - 
rational Dreams and Viſions, Revelations, Inſpirations, Experien- 
ces, or Voices proceeding from an incomprehenfible Spirit | 
Again, 1-have both read and heard a Voice to ſay, that the Se- 


crets of the Lord are his Choice Treaſures, reſerved onfy for Re- 


deemed ones; but 1 never read 'or heard from any Spiritual wiſe: 


Man before now, that ary Satanical Spirit was able to intelleft de- 
ceived Perſons, exattly to write of the hidden Mytteries of the Ever - 


laſting, 


| 
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God. Again, .you-pretend. unto. no: ſuch. Revelations as I 


proceed upon, but fay you, there-1s another Way. more certain than 


Refſon or Revelation, which whether as I preſume you were led 
anto, the Lord will one Day; make: manifeſt, from the true Light 
of Life Eternal. ' To this I anſwer, your Light-as terming of. the 
true Inſpirations of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, written by' me to you, is 
becauſe as yet his Holy Spirit vails them from your Eyes; but as 
forzyour new 'Sound of teaching them from your God, . more certain 
than Reaſon or Revelation, from the Divine Voice ſpoken in the 
Ear, through the Glorious Mouth of ty Lord. I declare that in 
all Ages the Ele loſt Sheep of Iſrael, did never read-or heard of 
any more than two original Ways either Natural or Spiritual in 
Mankind, whether you call them Creature or Creator, Light or 
Darkneſs, Truth and Error, Revelation, and Reaſon, Inſpiration! 
+4 Imagination, Truth and Unbelief, Fleſh and Spirit, and ſuch 
ike. | 
'Tis confeſs'd, that viſible Appearances of God or any elſe unto 
Martals -1s: teaching- of - all; but: he that: expe&s that: kind: of 
Teaching any -more_ until-Men are immortalized, lieth -under at 
reſent as great an imaginary Deceit, as ever yet appeared in this 
and.” It 18 alſo granted ' that the moſt holy God ſpeaketh to his 
Choſen Meſſengers by Voice of Words, even to the hearing of the 
Ear, unto which Truth for Ends bett known unto himſelf, - by his 


gracious Power only, can bear Record in this preſent Generation, 


unto the Grief only of all Angelical, Wiſe, Envious, Proud, -In- 
glorious, Hypocritical Reprobates that hear of it. 

Moreover; yet if your more ſure way of. teaching from God were 
Viſion it ſelf, yet it is impoflible for you to enjoy any true and laſt- 


ing Peace, unleſs it fwallows up all your former Writings produced 
From your own Spirit, without an immediate Commiſſion from God, 


and in. the room: thereof, perſwade your Soul to pour in your Oil; 
into-the natural Wounds of oppreſſed Perſons, under what Opi- 
ions or Appearances whatſoever. ; 

. Again, you ſay, O Lord God, pity the Captivity, of Man, yea, 
Pity the Captivity of thy own poor Seed, hear the Prayers of that 
Spirit that interceedeth with thee for every thing, not IECOrcang 


. to any fleſhly Imaginations, but according to Truth'and Righteou 


_neſs.of thine one Ballance. /, From the God of Truth,' to this 1 an- 
{wer, , concerning that Spiritual Captivity of the Elect, in Reference 
_of a right underſtanding of the Creator, you need not.trouble your 


{elf about that, unleſs you think through much importuning the 


_ 


unchangeable 
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_— A, Nchor beſides. Tis confes'd,, when-the 
eth near of ſome great ' Deliverance. of the Choſen 
God,. uſually: the Lord Menon 0, is People to tocry unto. him 


innog = 6 -of his. Spiggneal redeemed. Ones, s his Due, be 


tang wo ere rich. Tyrants,..e rc -OY 
te Seed or choſen People, then this will ENT: 
deny it, if there, be pay Lag 6 Slag the 
: g5,,or Writings, or Praygrs, in 
m5 ghes ty ceo nh fiery burn 
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rea is.that Darkneſs... Uuleſs 
Frofeſſion of Love unto. God, 
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As to that if'-ever the pats of Life 1G Siry mani ſt Hi 
your'Soul, 'theri'you will ſes clegirly''the'Vanity of hoſe "Wo bf be 
i Moreover, if 1 ſhould tell you, that. iri.ghe pute 'Eyes 
Lord Chriſt ' Jeſis, that 'one Handful of ' your Siives-Teura ardier 
more Value'than a Horſe Load of yourdTears'and Blood; ye 
gecount'it a Very ftrange ſaying fromme; truly T unfeigned 
lieve it will be found a principal Truth, when our Lord Jeſus BS Onrife 
Mal fay in the Day of Judgment, Come ye bleſſed' of © my Father, in- 
Btrir-the rr pn prepared for you, fr when I wis 4 Ea fed e's 
&Go'yt C into everlaſting Fire, when. T was an hungy HP mot + 
$» that one Conteovinly; ware IHothing' pcs Phat" © 
to Love, Mercy and Forgiveneſs, even to his greateſt Enemies. / 

Again, It 1s'a marvellous thing, if. you'or'any 'other Man,” thoul# 
have a Spiritual Gift to diſtinginſh- between Diyine-and Diabolicat 
Appearances,” 'and 'yet defer t the Bxamina ton: thereof -to' another” 
Seaſon; or did'the'moft wileG ever Commiſſion'aty Marr or An- 
gelto make a Diſcovery of any' Spiritual Counterfeits, 'and' yer that 
Meſſenger remaineth dark in his own Underſtanding; concerning” 


rable: 


the Creator thar ſent-him-'1 rememberſuch a like: Scripture Saying. ' 


as this, him whom raitely worſss detfare F unto you: | ' Moreover; 
if the moſt wi Crier, pt bets (hy -or 1 viſible by 'himſelf or 

Angel, bath red in your Spirit, i whereby unto your thinking, 
I was rg Harty iſcovered as a deceived Perſon : among the reft, '1s 1 


not a firange thing that” you” ſhould have' Power:  over-- that” - 


Light 'above Men or Angels, before you for the” producing'6t it} 

at gnother Seaſon; the Creator” +l wil}- viſible make! 1 
nfo; even” 'ſo come'"Lor Jeſus" Chriſt, for thy [oonie f 
of Men els. bear 
T x Foe phy almoſt 


Record whether thy Holy Spirit ſeit 


theſe three' Tears) or no: - Again, hdr” the Lord : made Ciibice 


—_ fimple poor' Man as'] was, 'a# 'matiy' ct witneſs'in' the. 

City of *'Bbnddn,' that have known me about! theſe/twenty Years, 
that 1 might inftrumencally [diſcover the two principal Heads of 
miſchievous Darkneſs in the Land 3' as namely. John Robins paſt, and 
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a mes! Cnckeveghs ny econ > 
Boden ch. Ekord Jornowar yes wander 'becau ſs; of! char. 
ſharp! +Sentence that: bwas:to- 4a. (againſt'any:Man-that;;ſhould: 
deſpiſe-it'; [then thoots dotke again! unto. my Soul; Words of: 
burni”g Dea ble anon. Darkneſs,;anſwerable: toF 
that Fover-like'Rebellioninme; agaifift-ſo great convinging Glory: 3; 
and traly 1 was compelled = a. to. cry-unto.ltim,for Deli-: 
yerance from the Wounds or Anguiſh of my Soul, that I might 

;reſently; otegihis Word that ſhined' in: me with' ſygh Light, and 
Kanji, —_— in whatſbever it ſhould command me-; 

happy are:you'1F preſerved frontiſlihting ; an; 
My aloe 3..conteary-unts : your, Light, though. 2 ſtriker 

Apps von! which! is- built. al} [your Spiritual, Enjoy, 
mnckite cf aies; you-know inthe End, all falſe Lights will be made: 
manifeſt -unto thoſe chat poſſeſs the true Light. of Eternal Life in; 
them ; Bleſſed therefareare.thoſe,; that in Obedience unt#che: Crea-: 

tor from a purified Spirit are compaſſionate: .to-al}-Men,; but ef, * 
ially to thoſe innocent Appearances, in the Name of the | 
though they: alt: differ :10; their - Declaration for them. If 
there be but one true. Meſſenger. fronethe Ford among the reſt, they 
ſhall-as formerly; receive-an Angel .of God unawares, and with 
him be Partakers of the Glorious Secrets of the everliving God, to 
their eternal Confolatiog: For this I know, from the Spirit of 
Truth, that thoſe that are left.under a Spirit of rejecting and de- 
fpiſing of falſe Appear ane; comfiigyforth. in the Name of the 
Lord, they not clearlfknowing them.toB ſo, they will as readily 
deſpiſe a true Meſiaing ard ery ernal Hurt ; where» 
Fore are all thoſe, hare periodic it {elf is dear unto 
them, but upon any "5 npazhvfaſdom amongſt wiſe 
Men, when the Glotiaall terprty, though in baſe Ap- 
pearance preſented unto Bn Momithat Spiritual Rock of all 
Ages, which is our Lord Je 1 hrifeMGod and Man, 18 one diſtintt © 
Body or Perſon glorified; for whatſoever Men dream from their . 
imaginafy Gods, of two or three Perſons, or a vaſt incomprehen- 
ble Spirit, effeatially living in all Things and Places ; .from an im- 
mediate Voice from the hiz heſt Heavens, [ fitively Gm againſt 
Men or Angels, thai there ncither'is, nor evet was any other on - 
Creator, þ 
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